
August 2, 2021

Dear Hippo Nation Parents:

Given the recent uptick in COVID-19 cases in Williamson county, we have received
numerous inquiries regarding remote or virtual learning opportunities for children who
are unable to receive a vaccine. If your children are 12 years old and older and they do
not have a medical condition that prohibits them from getting vaccines, we strongly
encourage you to vaccinate your children.

At this time, the state is not funding virtual instruction. Additionally, the academic
setbacks that the majority of our younger students experienced with virtual learning in
the 2020-21 school year lead us to believe that virtual learning is not the best option for
our students. Moreover, the current shortage of teachers and timing make it difficult to
plan properly and deliver virtual instruction successfully across all subject areas.

Nonetheless, we cannot disregard individual parental concerns for the health and safety
of younger students. We are prepared to provide academic supports to home schooled
children under the following conditions:

● The target population will be all 5 year old to 11 year old students currently
enrolled in Kindergarten or above. This is the population that cannot get a
vaccine.

● We will use an online learning program to provide instructional support in
reading and mathematics only.

● The district will assign a teacher to oversee students’ progress and
provide academic support for the students. Please note that a teacher
may not be available until after Labor Day when we rebalance class sizes
or hire new teachers.

Parents who are interested in pursuing this option (Home School Support) and who
are already registered should contact the district’s School School Division by filling out
the attached form. If you have not registered for school yet, register at Hutto ISD Online
Registration before filling-out the request for homeschool support. Once we have the
names of students wishing homeschool support, we will contact parents on how to
initiate the home school process and when academic support from Hutto ISD will be
available.

Students who are medically fragile at any grade level and whose doctors have
determined that they should not leave their home or hospital may qualify for additional
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services through the state's homebound program. Students must meet these three
criteria set by the Texas Education Agency to to qualify:

● The student is expected to be confined at home or hospital bedside for a
minimum of four weeks. The weeks need not be consecutive,

● The student is confined at home or hospital bedside for medical reasons only.
● The student’s medical condition is documented by a physician licensed to

practice in the United States.

If you believe your child meets these requirements, please contact
lynne.smith@huttoisd.net or theresa.perkins@huttoisd.net if your child receives special
education services and you wish to inquire about homebound services.

If you are unsure about bringing your child to in-person learning and wish to know more
about how we are working to keep your child safe from COVID, please reach out to your
campus principals with specific questions.

Sincerely,
Hutto ISD Administration
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