
 

Friday, March 20 

 
Dear Hippo Nation Parents: 

It has undoubtedly been a unique spring break for you and your children.  Just a 
reminder that we begin a suspension of all normal operations on Monday, March 
23. All of our campuses are closed through at least April 3. 

We are all traveling a road untravelled and making new discoveries each day.  It is our 
intent to keep everyone informed during this time of heightened uncertainty, fear of 
health and safety, and crisis in our country.  Thank you for all of the encouragement, 
patience, support, and prayers you have extended. We are overwhelmed and 
appreciative of your sense of understanding and calm. We are so appreciative of you 
and understand this is brand new for you, too.  We are all going to make it through this 
together! 

 
Here are some important topics we want to address: 

Communications 
At a minimum, you will receive two updates a week from the District.  As of today, our 
goal is to communicate with you on Tuesdays and Fridays.  If there is an absolute need 
to communicate something earlier, we will naturally do so.  However, we do not want to 
overwhelm your inboxes with too many communications.  

Our emails to you will be things that relate more specifically to the District. Those 
communications will also be posted on our website under the Health and Safety page 
(where other COVID-19 info is 
posted): https://www.hipponation.org/site/default.aspx?DomainID=138. We also share 
things on our district Facebook and Twitter pages and the web page mentioned above. 
 
In addition, you may receive communications directly from teachers or the principal of 
your child’s campus. 
 
*IMPORTANT: On Monday, March 23, you will receive an email from Dr. Robert 
Sormani, Assistant Superintendent of School Support, that will speak about distance 

https://www.hipponation.org/site/default.aspx?DomainID=138


learning and some of the things that the instructional support team has been planning. 
Please remember that most of our district staff, including teachers, have been on Spring 
Break this week, so extensive planning with them will not happen until Monday. 

Instructional Support 
During the school closure, Hutto ISD staff are committed to providing your children 
opportunities to continue learning and practicing their skills.  Starting Monday, March 
23, campus staff will be on duty during normal business hours designing lessons and 
answering emails from home. While some teachers will be ready to deliver content, 
many will still be developing new online lessons.  Within the week, most teachers will be 
communicating with you and your children how to access lessons. Until then, we will 
send out some educational activities and resources you and your children can use. 
 
Beginning March 23, teachers will be reaching out to parents to ask about the 
accessibility of the internet and devices within the home. If you or someone you know 
needs a device or internet access at home, we will be sending a separate 
communication regarding how you might check out a device or internet hotspot from the 
district as they become available.  

Right now, we will strive to make our daily lessons/activities based on the state 
curriculum (TEKS for Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and achievable within the 
normal allotted amount of time for that subject.  We are not taking grades at this time. 
We will also be working with our teachers and sending communications to parents on 
how we can accommodate our special learners through google class. 

We encourage you to set a schedule and routine for your children in regards to 
academic work.  It will give them a sense of normalcy and connection that they will 
begin to desire as time moves on. 

Meals for Students 
Monday, March 23, is our planning day and expected day for delivery of food and 
supplies. 
We will begin serving lunch and breakfast to all children, regardless of status, on 
Tuesday, March 24, from Cottonwood Creek Elementary School. Initially, we are 
going to limit the distribution to this one location for safety reasons. We will evaluate the 
need and possibility of expanding to another sight after the first few days. 
 
*IMPORTANT: The meals will be a curbside pick-up in front of CCES. The pickup time 
will be 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and will include lunch for that day and breakfast for the 
following day. TDA rules require that students must be present to receive the 
meals. 
For our families who receive Weekend Lunchbox meals, our counselors will be 
contacting you to discuss how these will be disbursed. 
 
Eligibility: Children ages 18 years and younger and persons over 18 years of age who 
are determined by the State or local educational agency as having a mental or physical 



disability and who participate during the school year in a public or private non-profit 
school program established for the mentally or physically disabled may be served a 
meal. 

While we are very thankful for those who have reached out with offers to assist, we 
cannot allow volunteers to serve the meals.  We must maintain tight controls to ensure 
we are abiding by USDA/TDA rules and adhering to the 10 people per gathering limit 
that has been imposed.   

Health and Safety 
We are aware that some students have meds at their campus that they will need to 
retrieve. We are working out the logistics of this in order to minimize the number of 
individuals showing up to a campus. Nurses from the campuses will contact parents 
beginning Monday morning to schedule the pick-up of medications. 
 
We also know that some students will have mental health needs that require a school 
counselor. Please reach out to your school principal for the best way to get in touch with 
a counselor. 
 
Mrs. Kendra Estes, our Director of Health and Safety, is on daily conference calls with 
several statewide and local entities monitoring the status of identified COVID-19 cases 
in our immediate area. She informs district leadership continually.   We are also in daily 
contact with Williamson County Safety and Health Officials for coordination of other 
support services.   

Access to Buildings 
Access to all school facilities will be restricted until further notice.  All facility rentals and 
non-school use have been suspended. Please stay off school property, including 
playgrounds, during the closure (except for allowable times, such as picking up meals, 
meds, etc.).  

Access to Technology (Devices) 
As mentioned under “Instructional Support” above, our principals and teachers will be 
helping determine students that need devices or internet access. Logistics of meeting 
these technology needs will be communicated as soon as it is known. 

STAAR and EOC 
The Governor and Commissioner of Education have canceled these tests for this 
spring. The official notice is linked here.   

Seniors who were relying on the next EOC administration for graduation will have the 
option of going through an Individual Graduation Committee to complete alternative 
graduation requirements.  High school counselors will contact students individually.   

Grading, Graduation, Class Rank, and GPA 
All of these topics are currently under review by TEA (Texas Education Agency) and 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IrU6MOP5a0soi8AA6n5mxxNfmeWxwXOf


school districts.  Right now, we are not going to take grades on the assignments and 
activities we give. Hutto High School’s graduation date has not changed at this time, nor 
has the scheduled graduation ceremony. Of course, depending on the extension of 
restricted gatherings, the graduation ceremony remains subject to change.  

Athletics and Other UIL Activities  
The UIL announced on March 19 that it is extending its suspension of all UIL sanctioned 
activities, including all contests, practices, rehearsals, and workouts until at least May 
4.   

Questions 
We know there are questions, just as we know there will be things we have missed in 
planning for this unprecedented time. We ask for your patience and grace as we walk 
through this together. If you have questions about anything not found in our 
communications or website, please address them to coronavirus@huttoisd.net. We will 
respond to them as we are able. 
 
We understand that there will be hardships on many families as a result of the school 
closures. We want you to know that we will do our best to help however we can. Our 
hope is that during this unique time, our students will find creative ways to learn and that 
our parents will be able to discover new ways of being engaged in the learning process. 
When this is all over and we return to normal school routines, we will be excited to 
welcome back our 8,100 students to actual classrooms! 
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